
Sponsored by:
The Jocelyn M. Wallace Endowment
The University of Iowa Honors Program
The University of Iowa Office of Admissions

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

BElIn-BlAnk CEnTEr

Sunday, October 11, 2015
Iowa Memorial Union, The University of Iowa



Belin-Blank Center reCOgnitiOn CeremOny
Iowa Memorial Union

The University of Iowa

Sunday, October 11, 2015
10:30 a.m.

PrOCeSSiOnal Of Student and teaCher hOnOreeS
City High String Quartet, Iowa City

WelCOme and intrOduCtOry remarkS
Susan assouline, Director, Belin-Blank Center

dave loebsack, U.S. Congressman
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nicholas Colangelo, Dean, College of Education
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ClOSing remarkS
Susan assouline

The Belin-Blank Center gratefully acknowledges the Jocelyn M. Wallace Endowment 
for the generous support of the recognition Ceremony.
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Susan G. Assouline is the director of the University 
of Iowa’s Belin-Blank Center for Gifted Education 
and Talent Development, a professor of school 
psychology, and the Myron and Jacqueline Blank 
Chair in Gifted Education. She is the co-author 
of both editions of Developing Math Talent: A 
Comprehensive Guide to Math Education for Gifted 
Students in Elementary and Middle School. She is also 
co-developer of the Iowa Acceleration Scale, a tool 
designed to guide educators and parents through 
decisions about grade-skipping students. She is a 
leading expert on the decision-making process for 
acceleration and has consulted on several hundred 
acceleration cases. Dr. Assouline is a frequent 
presenter at national and international conferences. 
In 2015, she co-authored, with Nicholas Colangelo, 
Joyce Van Tassel-Baska, and Ann Shoplik, A Nation 
Empowered: Evidence Trumps the Excuses Holding 
Back America’s Brightest Students.

Congressman Dave Loebsack, who grew up 
in poverty and was raised by a single parent, is 
living proof of how community support can 
make a difference in people’s lives. He faced 
many challenges but with hard work and help 
from teachers, friends and mentors he was able to 
overcome his many hardships. As a result, Dave 
has dedicated his adult life to helping people 
find opportunity and hope. Dave is currently 
serving his fifth term in the United States House 
of Representatives. He represents Iowa’s Second 
Congressional District which encompasses much 
of Eastern and Southern Iowa. Since being elected 
by the Second District, Dave has been a relentless 
advocate for Iowans, addressing critical issues that 
are facing hard-working, Iowa families.

P. Barry Butler was appointed executive vice 
president and provost at the University of Iowa 
in May 2011. He earned his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in aeronautical and astronautical 
engineering from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. He received his doctorate in 
mechanical engineering, also from the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. His research is in 
the area of wind energy optimization and reactive 
flow analysis and modeling.

Sarah Fisher Gardial was named dean of the 
Henry B. Tippie College of Business at the 
University of Iowa in 2012. Previously, she 
was the Beaman Professor of Business at the 
University of Tennessee where her leadership 
roles included Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs, 
as well as Assistant and Associate Dean for 
the College of Business Administration. 
Throughout her academic career, she has been 
the recipient of several teaching awards, and 
she has published on the topic of customer 
value and satisfaction, including her book, 
“Know Your Customer.” She is a frequent public 
speaker for academic, corporate, and non-profit 
organizations, and she has worked with a variety 
of companies, including Procter and Gamble 
and Frito-Lay. She earned her undergraduate 
and MBA degrees from the University of 
Arkansas and her doctorate in Marketing from 
the University of Houston.

Julius C. Carter was born in Des Moines, IA 
and is an alumnus of Lincoln High School and 
the Central Academy. He went on to attend 
The University of Iowa through the Belin-Blank 
Center’s Iowa Talent Project and received his B.A. 
with honors in Dance and Performance Theory 
and a minor in History. Julius earned many 
scholarships along the way, most notably the Iowa 
Department of Dance Enrichment Scholarship, 
The TJ Meyers Memorial Scholarship, and 
the David L. Sealy Dance Scholarship. After 
graduation, Mr. Carter embarked on an acting 
career. His credits include On the Town and 
Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark (Broadway); 
Movin’ Out and The Color Purple (Broadway 
National Tours); and Public Enemies (movie), 
Smash (NBC), and Orange is the New Black 
season 3 (Netflix). Mr. Carter has returned to 
Iowa City as a JD Candidate at the University of 
Iowa College of Law. 

Jan Warren is the Assistant Director for Student 
Services at the Belin-Blank Center. She received 
her Bachelor of Music Education from Michigan 
State University (Honors) and Master of Arts 
in Counselor Education, specializing in College 
Student Development, from the University of 
Iowa. She has been with the Center since 1995 and 
oversees student programming and services. 

Laurie Croft is the Associate Director for 
Professional Development at the Belin-Blank 
Center. She received her Bachelor of Arts (Honors) 
and Master of Arts degrees, both in History, from 
Oklahoma State University and the University of 
Oklahoma, respectively. She earned her Ph.D. in 
Educational Leadership at the University of Tulsa, 
emphasizing gifted programming.

Nicholas Colangelo is the Dean of the College of 
Education at the University of Iowa and Director 
Emeritus of The Connie Belin & Jacqueline N. 
Blank International Center for Gifted Education 
and Talent Development. Dr. Colangelo received 
the Michael J. Brody Award for Faculty Excellence 
in Service and the Hancher-Finkbine Medallion 
for Faculty from The University of Iowa. He 
received the Ann Isaacs Founder’s Memorial Award, 
presented by the National Association for Gifted 
Children. In 2013, he received the International 
Award for Research presented by the World Council 
for Gifted and Talented Children.



AWArDEE PrOgrAMS

The Belin-Blank Exceptional Student Talent Search (BESTS) is an opportunity for students to take 
part in an enjoyable and stimulating experience to learn more about their academic strengths. It is also 
a chance for parents and educators to discover the level of academic challenge appropriate for their 
students. Qualifying students in grades 4–6 take a two-hour test, EXPLORE®, which is a test designed 
for eighth graders, and students in grades 7–9 take the ACT®, a college-entrance exam.

The Junior Science & Humanities Symposium promotes original research and experimentation in the 
sciences, engineering, and mathematics at the high school level, and publicly recognizes students for 
outstanding achievement. Iowa high school students interested in STEM studies can participate, either 
as presenters or as student delegates.

The Blank Summer Institute is a one-week summer scholarship program for 130 of Iowa’s gifted 
students who are in grades 7 and 8. The Institute provides exceptionally talented students with an 
intensive and advanced educational experience designed to enhance their intellectual and social growth.

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards has an impressive legacy dating back to 1923. Over the years, the 
Awards have grown to become the longest-running, most prestigious recognition program for creative 
teens in the U.S., and the nation’s largest source of scholarships for creative young artists and writers. 
Jurors are instructed to select artwork that excels in 1) Originality 2) Technical Skill and 3) Emergence 
of a personal vision or voice.

The Secondary Student Training Program is a five-week residential summer research program at The 
University of Iowa. Students conduct scientific research in university laboratories under the guidance 
of a faculty mentor for forty hours a week. This program offers students unique experiences, both 
academically and socially. Students also produce a research project/paper as a part of the program.

The Iowa AP Index is an indicator of Advanced Placement (AP®) opportunities for Iowa students. The 
Index recognizes accredited public and non-public Iowa high schools for providing AP opportunities 
and applauds students for their willingness to step up to the academic challenge. 

Each student selected to attend the Recognition Ceremony is invited to name one educator who has 
had a profound impact on them to be recognized at the ceremony. The Educator Honoree may be 
a classroom teacher, an instructor outside the school, a private lesson instructor, or another who has 
positively influenced the student.

;
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Student hOnOreeS

aCt
noah Boquet, grundy Center, IA
natalie Chartier, Des Moines, IA
Ethan Chen, Coralville, IA
Aarushi Dervesh, Clive, IA
Evan Flitz, Coralville, IA
Jacob Frieden, Mason City, IA
Isabella Holland, Davenport, IA
Collin kepner, Ottumwa, IA
Forrest laprade, Des Moines, IA
Emily larson, geneva, Il
grace long, Sheldahl, IA
Dhruv Manik, Sebring, Fl
grant Meiners, Dedham, IA
Marie Ohlinger, Portsmouth, IA
Aidan Pearl, West Des Moines, IA
gracie rechkemmer,  

north liberty, IA
Darrell Smith, West Des Moines, IA
Bethany Spencer, Pella, IA
Cade Stine-Smith, De Soto, IA
royce Thompson, Seville, Fl
kathryn Wittrock, Urbandale, IA

BSi 
Sauda Abdullahi, Des Moines, IA
Casey Abfalter-Dial, keokuk, IA
Chiara Affatigato, Cedar rapids, IA
kelly Anzola, Davenport, IA
Emma Barton-norris, Cedar rapids, IA
Olivia Benda, Iowa City, IA
louise Bequeaith, Des Moines, IA
Samuel Berg, Des Moines, IA
lucas Bleyle, Ames, IA
Anna Brandt, Iowa City, IA
Emma Brown, Adel, IA
Caroline Christophersen, 

Bettendorf, IA
Samantha Clark, Dubuque, IA
Spencer Clark, Bettendorf, IA
Alexandria Coffman, Ames, IA
Jacob Conley, Mount Vernon, IA
Moriah Conner, Ames, IA
William Conrad, Coralville, IA
Phillip Cooper-Ohm,  

Council Bluffs, IA
Meggan Crampton, Dubuque, IA
Abigail Croushore, Adel, IA
nicolae Curtu, Iowa City, IA
Frances Dai, Iowa City, IA
Elizabeth Davis, north liberty, IA
Clayton Davis, Des Moines, IA
Elaina Dawley, Marshalltown, IA
Emma Deshazier, Asbury, IA
Anjali Dhawan, grimes, IA
Philip Dunlap, keokuk, IA
Thomas Earls, Allerton, IA

Samuel Estrada, Marshalltown, IA
gabrielle Finlayson, Iowa City, IA
Mya Fisher, Des Moines, IA
Wen Fisher, Des Moines, IA
Alexandra Foley, Davenport, IA
Olivia Fransen, Dubuque, IA
Caylee Fuqua, Ames, IA
kate goodvin, Iowa City, IA
lydia grawe, Ames, IA
rachel green, De Witt, IA
nate greer, Urbandale, IA
Maya griebel, Adel, IA
ruthie gustason, Marion, IA
Amelia Harvey-Harahap,  

Sioux City, IA
Aida Haselman, Des Moines, IA
nicholas Hein, Iowa City, IA
William Henrichsen, Des Moines, IA
Benjamin Hermiston, Sherrill, IA
Christine Hilario, Cedar rapids, IA
Eleanor Hildebrandt, Des Moines, IA
grace Hilscher, Urbandale, IA
noah Hoag, De Witt, IA
Edina Hodza, Des Moines, IA
Joseph Hoffman, Urbandale, IA
ronald Hrubetz, Stuart, IA
Anjali Huynh, Iowa City, IA
Miguel Jacobo, Cedar rapids, IA
Cael Joens, Cedar rapids, IA
Hannah Johnson, Spencer, IA
krisha keeran, Cedar Falls, IA
Evan kilstrom, Bettendorf, IA
David kim, Ames, IA
Hunter kimpston, Clive, IA
Ellie klop, Des Moines, IA
Paige kolk, Waukee, IA
Hannah kramer, Sherrill, IA
Mckenzie kroll, Urbandale, IA
Mira kumar, Iowa City, IA
Emma lassen, Cedar rapids, IA
Duncan law, Council Bluffs, IA
Hana lee, Ames, IA
karson lee, grimes, IA
gretchen lenth, Welton, IA
Catherine lewin, Des Moines, IA
gary li, grimes, IA
Yong Jie lin, Cedar rapids, IA
Clara lindner, De Witt, IA
gillian lindstrom, leClaire, IA
Stanley liu, Cedar rapids, IA
Hope livermore, Menlo, IA
Mitchell Majure, Des Moines, IA
Madelyn Malone, Adel, IA
Julie-Michelle Manohar, Ames, IA
gary McCall, Des Moines, IA
gentry McEwen, De Witt, IA
Sidney Michel, Baldwin, IA
Claire Mikkelsen, Adel, IA
Vaughn Miller, Adel, IA
rahul Modukuri, Dubuque, IA

Madeline Moody, Des Moines, IA
Aidan Moran, Des Moines, IA
katarina Murray, Iowa City, IA
nisha nanda, Cedar rapids, IA
Phoebe niemuth, Cedar rapids, IA
Brandon nolin, Spencer, IA
natalie novak, Cedar rapids, IA
Chloe O'Connor,  

Windsor Heights, IA
Susannah Olsen, keokuk, IA
Anand Patel, Urbandale, IA
Caleb Perreard, Sherrill, IA
Devika Pharasi, Fairfield, IA
Paxson Picken, Johnston, IA
Ian Prescott, Iowa City, IA
Cameron Primeau, Des Moines, IA
Jane ragland, Marshalltown, IA
kassidy rashid, Burlington, IA
Emma reese, Des Moines, IA
liam reinier, runnells, IA
Mya reyhons, Ely, IA
John rolfes, West Des Moines, IA
Stella roseburrough-Borras, 

Marshalltown, IA
Emma runestad, Boone, IA
Jared Seyer, Dubuque, IA
Yangtian Shangguan, Iowa City, IA
grace Sharpless, Iowa City, IA
laura Shook, Hiawatha, IA
Aidan Shorey, Sioux City, IA
Sarah Smith, Des Moines, IA
Carley Spading, north liberty, IA
Ethan Spires, Dubuque, IA
Ferdinand Spring, Dubuque, IA
nicholas Stilwell, Iowa City, IA
Mary Thomas, Clive, IA
Quinn Thomas, Coralville, IA
Devyn Thompson, Urbandale, IA
Ashley Tibbs, Waukee, IA
Zoe Trager, Council Bluffs, IA
Varun Vedula, Bettendorf, IA
Derek Veltstra, Sherrill, IA
rishab Verma, Bettendorf, IA
Sloan Vry, Marshalltown, IA
grace Walker, Cedar rapids, IA
Sarah Warner, Bettendorf, IA
kelby Watt, Adel, IA
Sophie White, Hamburg, IA
katelyn Winkler, Johnston, IA
Alex Wolter, keokuk, IA
Cael Woltmann, Council Bluffs, IA
roban Worrick, De Witt, IA

exPlOre
Daniela Adams-Valenzuela, Ames, IA
William Alexander, Arnolds Park, IA
Veda Amalkar, West Des Moines, IA
Tarun Annavajjula, Bettendorf, IA
Devin Armstead, Vincent, IA

Emily Ball, Urbandale, IA
nina Barcelona, la grange, Il
lauren Bare, Spencer, IA
Margaux Basart, Clive, IA
Miranda Basart, Clive, IA
Isabel Beekman, Fort Dodge, IA
Megan Birler, Polk City, IA
Pierce Blazek, West Des Moines, IA
grant Bohls, Mason City, IA
Samuel Boonstra, Urbandale, IA
Jacob Braddy, Council Bluffs, IA
Bailey Christensen,  

Council Bluffs, IA
Campbell Christy, Urbandale, IA
Andreas Collet, Des Moines, IA
Zane Collett, Council Bluffs, IA
Delaney Conrad, gowrie, IA
William Contine, Carson City, nV
Allison Cook, West Des Moines, IA
Will Crane, Spencer, IA
Carson Cupp, Polk City, IA
William Custis, Des Moines, IA
Arabella Darby, Cupertino, CA
Jakob Delong, norwalk, IA
Alexa Derhammer, Muscatine, IA
Heidi Du, Iowa City, IA
Bridget Duncklee, Waukon, IA
Wyatt Eason, Ankeny, IA
Zane Eason, Ankeny, IA
kaitlyn Easterday, la grange, Il
kayleigh Edmonds, nevada, IA
Piper Elliott, reno, nV
Mia Facio, Ames, IA
Justin Ferguson, reno, nV
Martha Fey, Davenport, IA
Madeline Fialkov, Des Moines, IA
Erika Filter, Saint george, UT
Daniel Fitch, Council Bluffs, IA
Ella Fornero-green, rapids City, Il
Mallory Fynaardt, West Des Moines, IA
Peyton gallt, Ames, IA
nathan geater, Ames, IA
katelyn goldsmith,  

Vineyard Haven, MA
nathan gonet, Big Bear lake, CA
Caleb grawe, Ames, IA
Elaine greer, West Des Moines, IA
Fredrick grunenwald, Ames, IA
Claire gu, West Des Moines, IA
Talia guzman, Sparks, nV
Samantha Hasegawa, reno, nV
Andrew Hedrick,  

West Des Moines, IA
grace Heiden, nevada, IA
grace Helle, Solon, IA
Carson Helleur, Fremont, IA
Fergal Hennessy, Ames, IA
Molly Higgins, Council Bluffs, IA
Hunter Hoffman, neola, IA
kyle Holmes, grand Mound, IA



Benjamin Huegerich, Johnston, IA
Mallika Huynh, Iowa City, IA
Delaney Jarrett, reno, nV
natalie Jepsen, Polk City, IA
David Jiang, Ames, IA
Catherine Judy, la grange, Il
gabriela Juist, West Des Moines, IA
Dorothy Junginger,  

West Des Moines, IA
Eliot Jurgensen, Ames, IA
Connor kachmarik, la grange, Il
Dipin kapila, Sparks, nV
Quinn kelly, West Des Moines, IA
Shirlin kingston, Ames, IA
Jude koenig, Truckee, CA
Henry korver, reno, nV
Cassandra larsen, Muscatine, IA
Yunjae lee, Ames, IA
Sarah lennon, Ames, IA
Dimitri lin, Arcadia, CA
Joseph lindholm, Clive, IA
Michelle liu, Fremont, CA
Blaze lo, Badger, IA
Atlas loutfi, DPO, AP
griffin lovato, reno, nV
noah Mack, Urbandale, IA
Douglas Magruder, Winter Park, Fl
Harshavardhini Manivannan,  

reno, nV
Humza Maqsood, Ames, IA
Hallee Maulsby, rockwell City, IA
ryan McAllister, la grange Park, Il
Jenna Mclaughlin, Muscatine, IA
Alice Meng, Iowa City, IA
kyle Merfeld, Des Moines, IA
gavin Mitchell, Clive, IA
Maya Monk, Polk, IA
Arvind Murty, reno, nV
grace nelson, Ames, IA
Sela newman, West Chester, PA
Ha nguyen, Ames, IA
Zeynep Oghan, Ames, IA
Charles O'neill, la grange, Il
Shiva Oswal, Cupertino, CA
Sofiya Palasyuk, Ames, IA
Wellesley Papagni, Boca raton, Fl
Aayan Patel, reno, nV
Spencer Paulsen, Clive, IA
Emily Peters, Ames, IA
James Pflaging, Menlo Park, CA
Matthew Pflaging, Menlo Park, CA
Michael Pflaging, Menlo Park, CA
Madeline Phelps, reno, nV
Caitriona Pluckhahn, Marion, IA
Hannah rechkemmer,  

north liberty, IA
nathan rethwisch, Fort Dodge, IA
nicholas rhoads, Des Moines, IA
kaitlyn rouse, reno, nV
Courtney rouse, reno, nV
Mia Schraith, Orinda, CA

risha Shetye, West Des Moines, IA
kaiwen Song, Ames, IA
Bianca Sponseller, nevada, IA
nathaniel Spratford, la grange, Il
Sanjay Stanley, Ames, IA
Whitney Stanley, Johnston, IA
lillian Teitle, Bettendorf, IA
Steven Tian, Ames, IA
Autumn Tiedens, Polk City, IA
ramona Tobey, reno, nV
Justin Toth, Clive, IA
Vincent Van Asdale, reno, nV
Elizabeth Vanes, Sioux Center, IA
Jackson Viertel, Dubuque, IA
Caleb Wagner, Dubuque, IA
leyton Wahl, Ames, IA
Charles Waldren, Eddyville, IA
Bailey Walke, West Des Moines, IA
Caitlin Weber, Council Bluffs, IA
Jessica Wei, reno, nV
Maya Weiss, Oakland, CA
Audrey Wiegand, Drakesville, IA
Olivia Wiench, Ames, IA
lauren Wingert, Ames, IA
katie Woodward, Muscatine, IA
Erin Yoon, Ames, IA
Anyang Yu, Ames, IA
Erin Zeka, Fort Dodge, IA
Alysa Zhou, Ankeny, IA
Maya Ziegenhorn, letts, IA
Aharon Zingman, Iowa City, IA

JShS
kortney Banks, keosauqua, IA
kelsey Bryant, Donnellson, IA
Micaela Bryant, Donnellson, IA
lily Fuger, Donnellson, IA
katelyn goldsmith, Earlville, IA
natalie gregerson,  

Cedar rapids, IA
Priya khanolkar, keokuk, IA
Vineel Mallavarapu, Cedar Falls, IA
rachel Mehmert, West Point, IA
Isaac Moeller, Donnellson, IA
nathan Schmidt, Waterloo, IA
Hannah Sprouse, Selma, IA
Arun Velamuri, West Des Moines, IA
Abigail Walling, Iowa City, IA
Samantha West, keokuk, IA
Aaron Wills, Donnellson, IA
kaylie Wilson, Donnellson, IA

SChOlaStiC 
Meitav Aaron, Chicago, Il
Eli Adams, Crystal lake, Il
Tania Aho, West Chester, OH
Celeste Albright, niles, Il
katharine Andrew, Skokie, Il

Jill Baer, lawrence, kS
Talah Bakdash, Wichita, kS
gabriel Barnes, kansas City, MO
Benjamin Bear, rockford, Il
Jillian Beauford, Saint Joseph, MO
Maria Bell, Oak grove, Mn
Hannah Benson, Columbus, OH
Anna Bergson, Skokie, Il
Cassandra Bertolini, Suamico, WI
Sasha Betzer, Olathe, kS
Madeleine Bevan,  

round lake Beach, Il
kari Blackburn, Chicago, Il
Austin Bland, Olathe, kS
ryan Bonate, libertyville, Il
ruth Borgwardt, Chicago, Il
Iuliia Boyarskiy, Vernon Hills, Il
lissette Bustamante, Chicago, Il
Spencer Butler, louisiana, MO
Alicia Caffero, libertyville, Il
Matthew Candelario, Chicago, Il
Elvia Carreon, Chicago, Il
Taylor Cayton, Saint Joseph, MO
Zoe Cheng, Cincinnati, OH
Chin-li Chew, Carl Junction, MO
Chloe Chung, Shawnee Mission, kS
Tamea Clark, Freeport, Il
Sophie Coats, Interlochen, MI
Abbey Crawford, Overland Park, kS
Mackenzie Cross, leavenworth, kS
Alexa Curnutte, Jackson Springs, nC
katy Daiber, Highland, Il
Meghna Datta, Verona, WI
Daniel Day, Vernon Hills, Il
Emma Depp, kansas City, MO
Cat Derousse, kansas City, MO
Domenico Dimare, Fairway, kS
Sara Doane, Fairway, kS
nick Dowling, Parkville, MO
Arminda Downey-Mavromatis, 

gurnee, Il
Audrey Drotos, Saint Joseph, MI
Sarah Druhan, Columbus, OH
Courtney Duchene, Moorhead, Mn
Eva Durance, Chicago, Il
Sam Dykes, lawrence, kS
Allysia Ealley, Saint Joseph, MO
Eric Elia, Hoffman Estates, Il
Sophie Emery, lake Bluff, Il
Allison Ernst, kansas City, MO
Andrew Fairbanks, livonia, MI
Allie Fischer, lawrence, kS
lauren Fisher, Milford, OH
katharina Flocke, Chicago, Il
Oriana Flores, Chicago, Il
Wendy Flores, rockford, Il
Jack Fossett, Cincinnati, OH
katherine Fournier, Saginaw, MI
Emma Fredrickson, rockford, Il
Meg Fridley, Jackson, MO
nina Friesen, lawrence, kS

Jia Fu, leawood, kS
Bennett Fuhrman, libertyville, Il
leah gaus, gahanna, OH
lamar gayles, Chicago, Il
Hailey gilbreath, Carl Junction, MO
katelyn gilland, kansas City, MO
Taylor gorsuch, rockford, Il
Mollie greenberg, Yellow Springs, OH
Francesca guinta, Skokie, Il
Jannet Habibovic, Chicago, Il
Sarah Hall, libertyville, Il
Shannon Hallstein, rockford, Il
Chelsea Han, lake Zurich, Il
Matt Harmon, royal Oak, MI
Danielle Harris, Skokie, Il
Matthew Hauser, kansas City, MO
Delaney Heisterkamp, lake Zurich, Il
katie Hibner, Mason, OH
Margaret Hodson, West Chester, OH
Jinny Hong, lake Forest, Il
Maung Htay, Chicago, Il
Brittany Huang, northbrook, Il
Julia Huff, leawood, kS
Tiffany Hughey, lees Summit, MO
richard Hwang, Athens, OH
Christopher Inthavong, Chicago, Il
rachel Jacobson, Vernon Hills, Il
Emily Johnson, Saint Joseph, MI
Julie Johnson, Hebron, nE
Claire Johnston, Traverse City, MI
lily Jones, Evanston, Il
Joshua Jordan, Merrill, MI
Melanie Juarez, Skokie, Il
Emalen keeling, kansas City, MO
Ellen kenston, libertyville, Il
Maura kessler, kansas City, MO
Aisha khan, Morton grove, Il
Cara kirkpatrick, Cincinnati, OH
Callie kleinke, Hawthorn Woods, Il
Julia koldobskiy, Columbia, MO
Jennifer kong, lake Forest, Il
Emi kopke, lake Zurich, Il
Trevor kory, glenview, Il
laurel kraus, Clinton Township, MI
Amrita krishnan, Wilmette, Il
Jessica kropveld, Skokie, Il
Vahni kurra, Columbus, OH
Paulina kwik, Chicago, Il
Ethan lane, lake Zurich, Il
Erica langan, Cincinnati, OH
Amanda lay, Skokie, Il
Betsy lehr, gladstone, MO
ricky leme, lake Forest, Il 
karenna lief, Interlochen, MI
natalie liening,  

grosse Pointe Park, MI
Julia liggett, Dayton, OH
Mimi lipman, Chicago, Il
katherine liu, lincolnshire, Il
Elisa lopez, Minneapolis, Mn
Veronica loskutova, kansas City, MO



Clayton lundgren, kansas City, MO
Sean lynch, Omaha, nE
Ian Machuca, Chicago, Il
Jason Macmillan, leawood, kS
lisa Maeda, Overland Park, kS
Jayne Mai, lake Forest, Il
Apoorva Malarvannan,  

Apple Valley, Mn
Sonja Malek, Skokie, Il
Alison Maniace, Columbus, OH
Ashlyn Marbry, kansas City, MO 
Weronika Markowska, lake Zurich, Il
rachel Marks, Freeport, Il
Jordan Martin, Dayton, OH
Caroline Massey, leawood, kS
Inga Mazur, Morton grove, Il
lucero McDonald, Chicago, Il
kayla Mcginnis, Tiffin, OH
Casey Mcginnis, lake Zurich, Il
Isaac Mckeever, Chicago, Il
Uriah Mckinney, Chicago, Il
Elizabeth Medel, Chicago, Il
Abby Meyer, green Oaks, Il
neha Middela, Bloomfield Hills, MI
Sylvan Mitchell, Baldwin City, kS
kearston Mohney, lawrence, kS
Christopher Molina, Chicago, Il
rosalee Moncman, Saginaw, MI
Tayler Mores, green Oaks, Il
Maddy Mueller, Columbia, MO
rachel Muhl, Slinger, WI
raquel Myers, Chicago, Il
rebecca nelson, lincolnshire, Il
nicole nienow, Skokie, Il
Jenna nimer, Tinley Park, Il
Fiori note, Morton grove, Il
katie novak, Park ridge, Il
Jeonghyon Oh, Inverness, Il
Amy O'leary, Mission Hills, kS
Mintra Omsin, niles, Il
grant Pace, Parkville, MO
lauren Pankin,  

grosse Pointe Park, MI
Angelica Parker, Interlochen, MI
Shae Patrick, Carl Junction, MO
Abigail Peters, libertyville, Il
Megan Peterson, rockford, Il
Chau Pham, rockford, Il
rachel Pierstorff, Minnetonka, Mn
Aidan Piper, Chicago, Il
Anna Pittinos, Beulah, MI
kelly Popper, Park ridge, Il
Chase Pottinger, rockford, Il
lisa Qian, Ann Arbor, MI
katherine Qiao, Troy, MI
Abdullah Quick, Chicago, Il
kellie rankey, Bay City, MI
Taylor rebora, Chicago, Il
Emmalee reed, Olathe, kS
Mackenzie renihan, Vernon Hills, Il

Andrea reyes, Chicago, Il
laura ribeiro, Carol Stream, Il
Alex roberts, Overland Park, kS
Haley roeder, leawood, kS
kristina rogers,  

grosse Pointe Park, MI
Samantha rossell, Bridgeport, MI
ryan ruocco, naperville, Il
Julia rush, Woodridge, Il
Pippa russell, gurnee, Il
Moises Salazar, Chicago, Il
Jenna Salmons, Saint Joseph, MI
Camille Sanchez, Cherry Valley, Il
Miranda Scarlata, Chicago, Il
nicole Schemansky, lake Zurich, Il
lauren Schneider, Columbia, MO
Cameron Schott, Mundelein, Il
Emily Schuler, libertyville, Il
Tiana Scruggs, kansas City, MO
Adele Sego, Berwyn, Il
katie Sesi, Ann Arbor, MI
Celena Shepherd, Omaha, nE
Bayley Sherman, Chicago, Il
Isabel Shirey, nixa, MO
Maya Sibul, Chicago, Il
lily Simpson, libertyville, Il
robert Slay, Chicago, Il
Paige Smith, Barrington, Il
Eymber Sommer, Morton grove, Il
Jessica Sommerville, Mason, OH
Alexandra Spensley, Avon lake, OH
Audrey Spensley, Avon lake, OH
kenna Stark, kansas City, MO 
Hannah Starke, Saint Joseph, MI
Sarah Stauber, Skokie, Il
leah Steinfeld, niles, Il
Alexandra Sukin, Cincinnati, OH
Olivia Sun, kansas City, MO
katherine Sutliff, galloway, OH
Jordyn Swanson, Bartlett, Il
rebecca Symonds, Chicago, Il
Melissa Szymulewska, Bartlett, Il
Patrick Takata, Beverly Hills, MI
Veronica Tarello, libertyville, Il
rebecca Tarnopol,  

West Bloomfield, MI
Monique Taylor, Saginaw, MI
Abbie Theis, lake Zurich, Il
Amy Tian, long grove, Il
Shanelle Marie Tolentino, Skokie, Il
gerard Toohey, libertyville, Il
Fen Truitt, Chicago, Il
Selin Turkyilmaz, Hinsdale, Il
Ahna Valdez, Overland Park, kS
Brandon Viele, Saginaw, MI
Camden Walters, Saint Joseph, MO
Claire Wang, Farmington Hills, MI
Collin Wang, Farmington Hills, MI
Jenna Wang, Bloomfield Hills, MI
lydia Wang, novi, MI

Anastasia Warner, Farmington, MI
Abigail Waterworth, Billings, MO
ketura Webb, Southfield, MI
Tammy Wen, Morton grove, Il
Michael Wheeler, Morton grove, Il
Alexandria White, rockford, Il
Abby White, louisiana, MO
rylann Williams, libertyville, Il
Emma Wilson, lisle, Il
gina Wiste, naperville, Il
kelly Wood, leawood, kS
Zuowei Xiao, lake Forest, Il
Amy Xuan, Dublin, OH
Jiwon Yun, Oakland Township, MI
Megan Zahneis, West Chester, OH
Ariana Zarghami, Birmingham, MI

SStP
Hakan Alpan, Istanbul, Turkey
niroshan Anandasivam,  

rancho Viejo, TX
Jung Je Bae, los Altos, CA
Brendan Berrigan, Darien, CT
Andrijana Bilbija, nashville, Tn
Sarah Cabeen, new Market, IA
liza Casella, Iowa City, IA
Hyun Jin Cha, Jakarta, Indonesia
Alexandra Chan, Woodbury, nY
Michelle Chiu, San Jose, CA
Eric Foster, Palo Alto, CA
Sarah gao, Cedar Falls, IA
Seyvonne Ip, San ramon, CA
Hwayoung lee, Windsor, CT
Vanessa lin, San ramon, CA
Brian liu, Tucson, AZ
Trisha Madhavan, katy, TX
Eli Metzner, new York, nY
liem nguyen, Fairfield, CA
Max Otoadese, Iowa City, IA
Benjamin Owens, Palo Alto, CA
Manasa Pagadala, rock Island, Il
Sruthi Palaniappan, Cedar rapids, IA
Michael Peng, Marietta, gA
Emilia Porubcin, Coal Valley, Il
Harrison Qu, Bettendorf, IA
Andrew rao, San Jose, CA
Jared rosner, Scarsdale, nY
Emily Suen, Bettendorf, IA
katherine Sun, Saratoga, CA
Henry Tilghman, new York, nY
Divya Veerapaneni, Saratoga, CA
katherine Wallace, Slingerlands, nY
Michael Wan, Pleasanton, CA
Catherine Wang, Vancouver, British 

Columbia, Canada
Chris Wang, Fremont, CA
Jingyi Wang, Wuhan, Hubei, China
Beining Zhang, Edina, Mn
Xinyun Zhang,  

Shenzhen, guangdong, China

 

eduCatOr 
hOnOreeS

robert Alden, Ames Middle 
School, Ames, IA

Patti Allen, Edwards Elementary 
School, Ames, IA

Heather Anderson, Walnut Hills 
Elementary School,  
Urbandale, IA

rachael Arnone, Southeast Junior 
High School, Iowa City, IA

Cindy Baldon, retired, Adel, IA
Trevor Barrett, Valley High School, 

West Des Moines, IA
leslie Baumann, Westerville-north 

High School, Westerville, OH
Adele Beauchene, nevada Middle 

School, nevada, IA
Paula Beaumont, Hubbell 

Elementary School,  
Des Moines, IA

Samuel Behrens, Parkview Middle 
School, Ankeny, IA

Sarah Benscoter, B r Miller Middle 
School, Marshalltown, IA

kristi Bentz, Westridge Elementary 
School, West Des Moines, IA

Jacqueline Bevan, lake Zurich 
Middle School north, 
Hawthorn Woods, Il

lee Bird, north Polk Middle 
School, Alleman, IA

lori Boston, ADM Middle School, 
Adel, IA

kris Boulund, regina Catholic 
Education Center, Iowa City, IA

Jennifer Brase, Oakridge Middle 
School, Marion, IA

Shontell Brewer, lincoln Park 
Elementary School, Sparks, nV

nancy Briggs, retired,  
Des Moines, IA

Del Brink, Western Hills Elementary 
School, West Des Moines, IA

Shawn Buettner, rivermont 
Collegiate, Bettendorf, IA

Wanjugu Bukasi, naperville north 
High School, naperville, Il

Brea Burrack, Timberline School, 
Waukee, IA

Cynthia Burrows, Private Educator/
Mentor, Winter Park, Fl

Beth Campbell, Hopewell 
Elementary School,  
Bettendorf, IA

Travis Carlson, northwest Junior 
High School, Coralville, IA

kathleen Charlson, gilbert 
Elementary School, gilbert, IA

Teresa Chavarria, West Middle 
School, Muscatine, IA

Brenda Chmelka, Tri-Center Middle 
School, neola, IA

Jane Clowser, ADM Senior High 
School, Adel, IA



Courtney Copic, Merrill Middle 
School, Des Moines, IA

Travis Craig, Ernest Horn 
Elementary School, Iowa  
City, IA

Anne Cross, Central Academy, Des 
Moines, IA

Stephanie Dahlstrom, libertyville 
High School, libertyville, Il

Carisa Danielson, Ames Middle 
School, Ames, IA

Tammy Davis, Fremont Elementary 
School, Fremont, IA

Zachary Day, Pleasant View 
Elementary School,  
Bettendorf, IA

rachel DeMaris, Willowwind 
School, Iowa City, IA

Janet Dixon, Ames Middle School, 
Ames, IA

Cappie Dobyns, Ames Middle 
School, Ames, IA

karen Downing, Valley High 
School, West Des Moines, IA

lindsay Driscoll, lourdes Catholic 
School, Bettendorf, IA

Doug DuBrin, Woodlands 
Academy Of The Sacred Heart, 
lake Forest, Il

lorraine Duitsman, lewis Central 
Senior High School, Council 
Bluffs, IA

katie Eastin, Burlington notre 
Dame Jr/Sr High School, 
Burlington, IA

Hallie Edgerly, ADM Middle 
School, Adel, IA

Christina Edgerton, Franklin Middle 
School, Cedar rapids, IA

Samantha Eifler, Central Middle 
School, De Witt, IA

Jessica Fiedler, george 
Washington High School, 
Cedar rapids, IA

Jill Fitzgerald, Prairie Crest 
Elementary School,  
Cedar rapids, IA

Beth Fitzgerald, retired, Iowa  
City, IA

Deb Flagg, Jordan Creek 
Elementary School, West Des 
Moines, IA

Sue Flogel, Eleanor roosevelt 
Middle School, Dubuque, IA

nancy Foley, Westridge Elementary 
School, West Des Moines, IA

Denise Foster, Adlai E Stevenson 
High School, lincolnshire, Il

Jen Froeschle, Central Middle 
School, De Witt, IA

Alice Fuglsang, Indian Hills Junior 
High School, Clive, IA

Christine geater, geater Family 
Homeschool, Ames, IA

laura gehrke, Heritage lakes 
Elementary School,  
Carol Stream, Il

kathy geis, Ames Homeschool 
Assistance Program, Ames, IA

Mark griffen, reading Community 
Middle School, reading, OH

lynn griffin, Cedar Falls High 
School, Cedar Falls, IA

kimberly Haack, Ashland ridge 
Elementary School, Ankeny, IA

Bob Hall, ADM Middle School, 
Adel, IA

Claire Hanson, north Central 
Junior High School,  
north liberty, IA

Ann Hart, retired, Waukon, IA
Will Heher, Darien High School, 

Darien, CT
natalie Heineman, lakeview 

Elementary School, Solon, IA
Angela Hewitt, Waterloo 

Community Schools,  
Waterloo, IA

Dan Hill, northwest Junior High 
School, Coralville, IA

Mary Hooley, retired, Scandia, Mn
Jennifer Hoy, Darrell C Swope 

Middle School, reno, nV
Jacqueline James, Evans Middle 

School, Ottumwa, IA
rhonda Johnson, Cowles 

Elementary School,  
Des Moines, IA

Monica Jones, Audubon 
Elementary School,  
Audubon, IA

Sherida Josephson, retired,  
Des Moines, IA

Stacy karam, Mckinley Middle 
School, Cedar rapids, IA

Michelle kavars, St. Albert Catholic 
Schools, Council Bluffs, IA

gail kenkel, retired,  
Council Bluffs, IA

Debbie kincaid, retired, 
Bettendorf, IA

karen klinge, Fairmeadows 
Elementary School, West Des 
Moines, IA

Cheryl kluesner, Beckman Jr Sr 
High School, Dyersville, IA

Dennis knights, riverbend Middle 
School, Iowa Falls, IA

Becky koenig, Spencer Middle 
School, Spencer, IA

Deanna kuhns, West Central Valley 
Middle School, redfield, IA

gail kunch, Holy Trinity Jr Sr 
Catholic High School,  
Fort Madison, IA

kristen laJeunesse-roach, lake 
Zurich High School,  
lake Zurich, Il

Shelly larson, Ames Homeschool 
Assistance Program, Ames, IA

Douglas lee, Thomas Jefferson 
Middle School, Dubuque, IA

Amber leitzen, Eleanor roosevelt 
Middle School, Dubuque, IA

Timothy lower, lincoln Elementary 
School, Iowa City, IA

Sue Marshek, retired, Ames, IA
Jamie Maulsby, SCC Middle 

School, rockwell City, IA
Amanda Maurer, Pleasant Valley 

Junior High School,  
leClaire, IA

kim McCarthy, novak Elementary 
School, Marion, IA

Steve McCrea, Ames Middle 
School, Ames, IA

Jennifer Mclaughlin, Jordan Creek 
Elementary School,  
West Des Moines, IA

David Mcnair, West Senior High 
School, Iowa City, IA

Evie McPherson, retired,  
Ankeny, IA

Jaime Mead, Excelsior Middle 
School, Marion, IA

Steven Meeker, linn-Mar High 
School, Marion, IA

Vickie Meerdink, Mulberry 
Elementary School,  
Muscatine, IA

Eddie Mercado, Central Middle 
School, De Witt, IA

Mike Merulla, Southeast Junior 
High School, Iowa City, IA

karen Meyer, West Senior High 
School, Iowa City, IA

Cathy Miller, Fellows Elementary 
School, Ames, IA

louise Mistry, St. Francis of Assisi 
School, West Des Moines, IA

Edward Moody, Cowles Elementary 
School, Des Moines, IA

Matthew Morehouse, Thomas 
Jefferson Middle School, 
Dubuque, IA

Faye Murguia, James Van Allen 
Elementary School, north 
liberty, IA

lynn nehls, retired, Ames, IA
karen newcomb, Holmes Junior 

High School, Cedar Falls, IA
Adam nidey, Crestview Elementary 

School, Clive, IA
Jessica nollen, Eddyville 

Elementary Eddyville 
Attendance Center,  
Eddyville, IA

Mark norton, northwest Junior 
High School, Coralville, IA

Erryn O'Conner, Parkview Middle 
School, Ankeny, IA

Chris Okiishi, retired, Iowa City, IA
Branden Oliver, McCombs Middle 

School, Des Moines, IA
kerri Olson, Central Middle School, 

De Witt, IA
Torsten Opitz, north Central Junior 

High School, north liberty, IA
Mindy Orris, Maquoketa Middle 

School, Maquoketa, IA

Jason Parsons, Brody Middle 
School, Des Moines, IA

richard Patterson, retired, 
Davenport, IA

rebecca Pelley, Boylan Catholic 
High School, rockford, Il

Angelia Perkins, lawrence High 
School, lawrence, kS

Alison Peterson, Ballard 
Community Middle School, 
Huxley, IA

Joel Petty, Wayne Community Jr Sr 
High School, Corydon, IA

russell Place, norwalk Middle 
School, norwalk, IA

Hazel Purtell, Southeast Valley 
Middle School, Burnside, IA

Ben Quanbeck, Waukee Middle 
School, Waukee, IA

Collin reichert, Ames Middle 
School, Ames, IA

Valerie robinson, goodrell Middle 
School, Des Moines, IA

Angela robinson, Central 
Intermediate School, 
 De Witt, IA

kristi rumph, Waukee South 
Middle School, Waukee, IA

Tony runkle, Pleasant Valley Junior 
High School, leClaire, IA

Toni Sayavong, north Middle 
School, Sioux City, IA

DeAnn Scearce, Mount Vernon 
Middle School, Mount  
Vernon, IA

Alicia Schiller, Central lee High 
School, Donnellson, IA

Amanda Schiller, Van Buren 
Community High School, 
keosauqua, IA

Tom Schnoebelen, george 
Washington High School, 
Cedar rapids, IA

nancy Schroeder, Waukee Middle 
School, Waukee, IA

Vivian Schwab, north Polk Middle 
School, Alleman, IA

Jessica Sellers, Carl Junction High 
School, Carl Junction, MO

kristy Skoglund, Jordan Creek 
Elementary School,  
West Des Moines, IA

Andrew Smith, Southeast Junior 
High School, Iowa City, IA

Brittany Smith, Des Moines 
Christian Schools,  
Urbandale, IA

Jory Smith, Jordan Creek 
Elementary School,  
West Des Moines, IA

Mandy Sotillo, northwest Junior 
High School, Coralville, IA

Ian Spangenberg, Pleasant Valley 
High School, Bettendorf, IA

leah Specht, Eleanor roosevelt 
Middle School, Dubuque, IA



katherine Sprengelmeyer, regina 
Catholic Education Center, 
Iowa City, IA

Sara St. John, keokuk High School, 
keokuk, IA

Jayne Staniforth, Ames Middle 
School, Ames, IA

Steve Stanley, ADM Middle School, 
Adel, IA

Ben Stein, Stilwell Junior High 
School, West Des Moines, IA

l. Stevens, Okoboji Elementary 
School, Milford, IA

kelly Stockton, Southeast Polk 
Junior High School, Pleasant 
Hill, IA

Stacy Swearingen, Blake Middle 
School, Hopkins, Mn

Jincey Taylor, Stuart Elementary 
School, Stuart, IA

Sarah Teeselink, robert Blue 
School, Eagle grove, IA

Paige Thiner, retired, Polk City, IA
kathy Thompson, Park Hill South 

High School, riverside, MO
kim Timmerman, ADM Middle 

School, Adel, IA
Beth Titman, Sacred Heart School, 

Boone, IA
lori Tonsfeldt, retired, Fairfax, IA
lauren Topazian, Cossitt Avenue 

Elementary School,  
la grange, Il

kimberly Torman, geneva 
Community High School, 
geneva, Il

Abbey Trescott, rock Bridge Senior 
High School, Columbia, MO

kyle VanAudsall, Central lee High 
School, Donnellson, IA

Susan VandeHaar, Jefferson 
Elementary School,  
Des Moines, IA

Bill Walkner, Crystal lake Central 
High School, Crystal lake, Il

Paul Walter, Slinger Middle School, 
Slinger, WI

kathryn Wieczorek, nevada Middle 
School, nevada, IA

Julie Wigle, keokuk Middle School, 
keokuk, IA

Matthew Winkelman, lake Zurich 
High School, lake Zurich, Il

Barbara Wismer, niles West High 
School, Skokie, Il

Susan Wouters, Waukee Middle 
School, Waukee, IA

Anne Wyrick, northwest Junior 
High School, Coralville, IA

Tianbao Yang, University of Iowa, 
Iowa City, IA

linda Zillig, lincoln Intermediate 
School, Mason City, IA

 

the COnnie Belin & JaCqueline n. 
Blank internatiOnal Center fOr 

gifted eduCatiOn and talent 
develOPment adviSOry BOard

fOunderS (in memOriam)

david Belin 
West des moines, ia

Connie Belin 
West des moines, ia

myron Blank 
des moines, ia

Jacqueline Blank 
des moines, ia

 

Chair

thomas Belin 
Santa monica, Ca

 

BOard memBerS

Pat Ballou 
urbandale, ia

Barbara ross Belin 
new york City, ny

laurie Belin  
West des moines, ia

Joanne Brown 
West des moines, ia

Swati dandekar 
marion, ia

Bob davidson 
incline village, nv

nancy evans 
Cedar rapids, ia

dick ferguson 
iowa City, ia

ann hoffman 
Cedar rapids, ia

Jim hoffman 
Cedar rapids, ia

alyssa levitz 
Seattle, Wa

randi levitz 
iowa City, ia

Jeffrey Perry 
White Plains, ny

William Perry 
White Plains, ny

Chuck Peters 
Cedar rapids, ia

mary Bucksbaum Scanlan 
Woody Creek, CO

theodore (Bob) Scarborough  
Chicago, il

Sarvjeev Sidhu 
Cedar rapids, ia

Shabanna Sidhu 
Cedar rapids, ia

gregs thomopulos 
iowa City, ia

Paul thompson  
denver, CO / london

alex vacca 
falls Church, va

gregory Walker 
Chicago, il

Jon Whitmore 
iowa City, ia

ex-OffiCiO memBerS  

Susan assouline 
iowa City, ia

Barry Butler 
iowa City, ia

nicholas Colangelo 
iowa City, ia

lynette marshall 
iowa City, ia

lon moeller 
iowa City, ia

dan reed 
iowa City, ia

tom rocklin 
iowa City, ia

linda Snetselaar 
iowa City, ia

art Spisak 
iowa City, ia

the iOWa aP index fOr 
the tOP 25 SChOOlS (2015)
1. george Washington high 

School, Cedar rapids, ralph 
Plagman, Principal

2. John f. kennedy high School, 
Cedar rapids, Jason kline, 
Principal

3. regina Junior/Senior high 
School, Iowa City, glenn 
Plummer, Principal

4. roosevelt high School,  
Des Moines, kevin Biggs, 
Principal

5. West Senior high School, Iowa 
City, gregg Shoultz, Principal

6. ames high School, Ames, 
Spence Evens, Principal

7. Wahlert Catholic high School, 
Dubuque, ronald Meyers, 
Principal

8. valley high School, West  
Des Moines, Tim Miller, Principal

9. decorah high School, Decorah, 
kim Sheppard, Principal

10. xavier high School, Cedar 
rapids, Tom keating. Principal

11. iowa City high School, Iowa 
City, John Bacon, Principal

12. hoover high School, Des 
Moines, Cynthia Flesch, Principal

13. hempstead high School, 
Dubuque, lee kolker, Principal

14. norwalk Senior high School, 
norwalk, Chris Basinger, Principal

15. linn-mar high School, Marion , 
Jeff gustason, Principal

16. north high School, Des Moines, 
Mike Vukovich, Principal

17. mid-Prairie high School, 
Wellman, Jim Cayton, Principal

18. dubuque Senior high School, 
Dubuque, Dan Johnson, 
Principal

19. thomas Jefferson high 
School, Cedar rapids, Charles 
McDonnell, Principal

20. abraham lincoln high School, 
Des Moines, Paul Williamson, 
Principal

21. east high School, Des Moines, 
Steve Johns, Principal

22. dallas Center-grimes high 
School, grimes, Cary Justmann, 
Principal

23. Bettendorf high School, 
Bettendorf, Jimmy Casas, 
Principal

24. Prairie high School, Cedar 
rapids, Erik Anderson, Principal

25. Waukee high School, Waukee, 
kirk Johnson, Principal

SPeCial reCOgnitiOn
rivermont Collegiate, Bettendorf, 

Todd Zachary

Central academy, Des Moines,  
Crista Carlile



Professional Development at the Belin-Blank Center pre-dates the 1988 founding of the Center by several years. The class, a gifted 
education survey course, was attended by 17 teachers from Des Moines and West Des Moines, IA during the summer of 1981. More than 30 
years later, hundreds of educators from around the world have benefitted from a full complement of professional development opportunities made 
available through the Belin-Blank Center. Both pre-service and practicing teachers can earn a Talented and Gifted (TAG) endorsement. Teachers 
can attend the UI, or can take a majority of their courses online. The Belin-Blank Center’s Professional Development faculty strive to ensure that 
“learning knows no borders.” Learn more at: www.belinblank.org/educators/courses/

The Belin-Blank Center is home to the H.B. and Jocelyn Wallace Assessment and Counseling Clinic, which provides a variety of 
services to gifted students and their families. Among the many options,

•  families can have their child assessed to determine ability and achievement profiles relative to readiness for advanced curriculum. 
• students are evaluated to identify the possible presence of a disability and/or social-emotional concern. 
• training opportunities for pre-doctoral and post-doctoral students in school, counseling, and clinical psychology. 
• research, which has broadened our understanding of gifted students with learning and/or social emotional difficulties. 

Learn more at: www.belinblank.org/clinic/

The Acceleration Institute supports academic acceleration for high-ability students by offering educators, parents, policymakers, and 
researchers the resources they need to use and advocate for acceleration. Visit the website at www.accelerationinstitute.org to:
 
• read the research support for acceleration in the book, A Nation Empowered.
• obtain advice on the acceleration decision-making process, including the Iowa Acceleration Scale (3rd ed.) and IDEAL Solutions for STEM 

Acceleration.
• find support for developing acceleration policy in the Guidelines for Developing an Academic Acceleration Policy. 
• find answers to many questions about acceleration, hear personal stories of acceleration, read annotated bibliographies, compare the 

acceleration policies in various states, and view the results of the Iowa AP Index.

Since 1999, the Belin-Blank Center has offered support and services to high achieving college students from around the world through its 
varied University Programs. University Programs strive to build student self-efficacy skills and academic excellence while offering:

• opportunity for students who are academically ready to excel in their college studies.
• community for bright and motivated young scholars.
• support and guidance from the professional staff of the Belin-Blank Center.

Since its inception in 2001, the Iowa Online AP Academy (IOAPA) has had a significant, positive impact on the landscape of advanced 
course taking opportunities for Iowa’s highly capable high school students. Because of the online format of the coursework and supporting 
materials, geography is no longer a barrier for opportunity for challenge. The funding that supports the Belin-Blank Center infrastructure for 
IOAPA has led to:
• more students registering for AP classes.
• more students benefitting from the online AP exam review.
• more teachers receiving professional development through the Advanced Placement Teacher Training Institute.
• more computer science opportunities available to Iowa schools.
• development of the Iowa AP Index, which annually ranks the top 50 schools according to the ratio of AP exams administered to graduating seniors.
• implementation of AP preparatory courses for middle school students.

in many different ways. . . 



The staff of the Belin-Blank Center would like to thank the 
superintendents, principals, TAG coordinators and counselors, and 
teachers who have participated in Belin-Blank Center programs.  
A special thanks to Laura Goddard and the Office of Admissions. 

direCtOrS
Susan assouline, Ph.d., Director
laurie Croft, Ph.d., Associate Director for Professional 

Development
megan foley-nicpon, Ph.d., Associate Director for research  

and Clinic
Brian douglas, m.B.a., Assistant Director for Finance and 

Operations
Jan Warren, m.a., Assistant Director for Student Services

emerituS
nicholas Colangelo, Ph.d., Director Emeritus

adminiStrative Staff
alissa doobay, Ph.d., Assessment and Counseling Clinic
kristin flanary, m.a., Iowa Online Advanced Placement Academy
Joyce goins, Ph.d., Assessment and Counseling Clinic
Cally murray, m.P.a., Development (UI Foundation)
lori ihrig, Ph.d., Curriculum and Instruction
Joshua Jacobs, a.a.S., Technology
emily ladendorf, B.a., Technology and Public relations
ann lupkowski-Shoplik, Ph.d., Acceleration Institute
ashlee van fleet, m.a.t., Curriculum and Instruction

Belin-Blank Center Staff

faCulty affiliateS
Clar Baldus, Ph.d., Visual Arts
leslie flynn, Ph.d., STEM

CleriCal Staff
rachelle Blackwell
lori hudson
melissa keeling
Bridget Pauley
nancy Whetstine

graduate aSSiStantS
maggie Candler, B.S.
erica damman, m.f.a.
Staci fosenburg, B.S.
ellen henning, S.S.P.
erin lane, m.a.
Soeun Park, m.S.
katie Schabilion, B.a.
abagael Shrader, B.a. 
Jiaju Wu, m.a.
kristin Wurster, m.a.

PraCtiCum StudentS
Samantha Brown, B.a. 
Chuck Cederberg, m.a.
Wilbeth lugo-morales, B.a.

reSOurCe Staff
lois gray, m.a.
alison ames galstad, m.l.S.

undergraduate 
aSSiStantS
Christina Behrens
megan Black
mary Clark
noah doershuk
aulburee hawkins
lara Shema



COLLEGE OF EDUCATION THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

600 Blank Honors Center
The University of Iowa

Iowa City, Iowa 52242-0454
education.uiowa.edu/belinblank

The Belin-Blank International Center for gifted 
Education and Talent Development empowers and 

serves the gifted community through exemplary 
leadership in programs, research, and advocacy.

the Belin-Blank Center:

• Identifies gifted, talented, and artistic learners

• Offers specialized educational opportunities for students

• Increases awareness and use of acceleration to enhance learning

• Provides assessment, counseling, and consultation services

• Develops curriculum resources and materials

• Facilitates the professional development of educators

• Disseminates information through conferences and publications

• leads in local, national, and international policy formation

• Enhances educational opportunities through technology

• Collaborates with the worldwide gifted community

• Promotes access, diversity, and equity in developing talent


